NATIONAL CENTER FOR MARRIAGE RESEARCH
Bowling Green State University

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: SMALL GRANTS COMPETITION, 2009

FAMILIES AND FINANCIAL INSTABILITY

The National Center for Marriage Research (NCMR) seeks to fund up to four proposals
($20,000 per award) to support innovative research that contributes to theoretical,
conceptual, methodological, or empirical developments about family responses to financial
strain. A large body of research indicates that marital and family behavior is related to
economic circumstances. For instance, men and women with positive economic prospects
are more likely to marry and stay married than their disadvantaged counterparts. However,
the current economic climate calls for further research on the familial consequences of
economic uncertainty.

Financial instability encompasses several domains, including employment, income, or
poverty; food or housing insecurity; asset accumulation; consumption patterns; and public
assistance usage. Economic factors may affect family structure and processes as well as
individual well-being and these outcomes are likely to vary across the life course and
among subgroups of the population. Projects may use qualitative or quantitative data.
Those that employ innovative methodological approaches, new measurement
development, or novel conceptual frameworks are especially desirable.

Research Themes

The NCMR encourages applicants to bring fresh, innovative approaches to research on
families and financial instability. The following themes are suggestive and certainly not
exhaustive:

e How families cope in time of financial stress and loss, family psychological adjustment,
stress, or coping during financial downturns

e Changes and patterns in family employment responses to financial circumstances

e Familial influences, including family structure and functioning, on economic behavior

e Access to and use of public and other forms of economic assistance and services; and
access to and use of work supports and job benefits (such as sick leave, child care,

health care coverage)

e Financial strain and family functioning (e.g., marital or relationship quality, parenting, or
family violence)
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e The relationship between financial instability and family transitions (e.g., union
formation and dissolution, parenthood), or the role of family structure and functioning
in mediating the effects of financial instability.

e Changing household composition (e.g., doubling up, extended families, relocating
children) during economic crisis

e Policy ramifications of financial instability for family well-being (e.g., unemployment
insurance policy, public assistance eligibility for two-parent families, child support
issues, relationship/marriage support, parenting)

Selection Criteria

The NCMR will convene a committee of senior scholars and staff from the Office of the
Assistant Secretary of Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) at the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services to review applications. Review criteria include: the significance and policy
relevance of the research questions; the quality of the data and research design proposed,;
the research record and career trajectory of the applicant; and the feasibility of the
proposed study to be completed during the one year grant period.

Terms and Conditions

Applicants must have completed a Ph.D. in a social science discipline. Preference will be
given to untenured scholars with full-time academic appointments. Bowling Green State
University faculty and employees are not eligible for funding.

The grant period is one year. Awards may begin as early as May 15, 2009 and no later
than July 1, 2009. Awards will end one year after the start date. No-cost extensions are not
permitted.

Research already funded by other sources is not eligible for support from this mechanism.

Grant funds may cover research expenses, including, but not limited to, investigator’s
summer salary, research assistance, data, software, or hardware (may not exceed $1,500)
purchases, travel costs (the applicant must include funds in the budget to travel to BGSU to
participate in the two-day grantees conference), and research supplies. Applicants may
request up to $20,000 direct costs; no indirect cost recovery is allowable.

Grantees must submit a progress report six months after the start date as well as a final
report no later than one month after the completion of the grant period. Each report
should be one or two pages in length and provide a detailed description of the grant
activities. At least one investigator must attend the grantees conference hosted by the
NCMR at BGSU in early April 2010, present findings from the project, and turn in a paper
for the NCMR working paper series. Funds to cover travel to this conference should be
included in the grant budget.

Application Deadline: February 1, 2009 (postmark deadline)
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Award Notification: April 30, 2009

Mail five copies of completed application to:

The National Center for Marriage Research
111 Bromfield

Bowling Green State University

Bowling Green, OH 43403

Questions? Email ncmr@bgsu.edu or call (419) 372-4910
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR MARRIAGE RESEARCH
Bowling Green State University

SMALL GRANTS COMPETITION APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS, 2009

Applicants should submit five hard copies of their completed applications. Emailed or
faxed applications will not be accepted. Applications should include the following:

_____Cover Sheet. The cover sheet should include the project title, time period, and total

requested cost |G
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