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Academic Positions

Postdoctoral Fellow 2009-2010
National Center for Family and Marriage Research
Bowling Green State University

Assistant Professor (on leave) 2009-
Sociology Department
Franklin and Marshall College

Education
Ph.D. Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 2009
Sociology and Social Policy
B.A. Brandeis University, Waltham, MA 2002
Politics

Publications

Laura Tach and Sarah Halpern-Meekin. 2009 “How Does Premarital Cohabitation Affect
Trajectories of Marital Quality?" The Journal of Marriage and Family 71 (2): 298-317.

Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. 2008. “Heterogeneity in Two-Parent Families.” The
Journal of Marriage and Family 72 (2): 435-451.

Sabine von Mering with Sarah Halpern-Meekin, Eds. 2002. International Green Politics.
Waltham: Brandeis University.

Papers in Progress

Laura Tach and Sarah Halpern-Meekin. “Differential Responses to Marital Quality: The
Divorce Decisions of Premarital Cohabitors.” Under review.

Sarah Halpern-Meekin. “High School Relationship and Marriage Education: A Comparison of
Mandated and Self-Selected Treatment.” Under review.

Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. “Complex Two-Parent Families and Adolescent Well-
Being: Gendered Experiences.”



mailto:shalpern@fas.harvard.edu

Research and Teaching Interests

Sociology of Family Childhood and Adolescence Social Policy/Welfare State
Class and Inequality Qualitative Methods

Awards
Radcliffe Dissertation Completion Fellowship 2008-2009
Eliot Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Harvard University (Declined) 2008-2009
Best Graduate Student Paper Award
American Sociological Association Family Section 2008
Institute for Research on Poverty, Univ. of Wisconsin, Honorary Fellow 2007-2008

Doctoral Fellow, Harvard Univ. Multidisciplinary Program in

Inequality & Social Policy, a National Science Foundation IGERT Program 2005-2009
Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Harvard University 2006
GSAS Summer Tuition Fellowship 2005
National Science Foundation, Graduate Research Fellowship, Honorable Mention 2005
Phi Beta Kappa 2002
Best Politics Student Award, Brandeis University 2002

Teaching Experience

Harvard University, Course Instructor Fall 2006
Course: Growing Up in America

Designed course concept and syllabus, gave lectures, lead discussion, guided

students in activity-based learning curriculum.

Harvard University, Teaching Fellow Fall 2006-
Courses: Crime, Justice and the American Legal System; The American Family;  Spring 2007
Children, Culture, and the Media

Presentations and Invited Talks

Aug. 2009. Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. “Complex Two-Parent Families and
Adolescent Well-Being: Gendered Experiences.” Accepted at the American Sociological
Association Annual Meeting.

May 2009. Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. “Complex Two-Parent Families and
Adolescent Well-Being: Gendered Experiences.” Presented at the Population Association of
America Annual Meeting.



March 2009. Sarah Halpern-Meekin. Invited Presenter on “New Policy Frontiers for the
Center-Left” at a symposium on “The Futures of the Left in an Age of Globalization” at
Brandeis University.

Jan. 2009. Sarah Halpern-Meekin. Invited Presenter on “High School Relationship and
Marriage Education” at the University of Wisconsin’s Department of Human Development
and Family Studies.

Nov. 2008. Sarah Halpern-Meekin. "High School Relationship and Marriage Education:
Interrupting the Intergenerational Transmission of Divorce" Presented at the National
Council of Family Relations Annual Conference.

Aug. 2008. Laura Tach and Sarah Halpern-Meekin. “Differential Responses to Marital
Quality: The Divorce Decisions of Premarital Cohabitors.” Presented at the American
Sociological Association Annual Meeting.

Aug. 2008. Sarah Halpern-Meekin. “High School Relationship and Marriage Education: The
Potential of School-Based Interventions to Build Relationship Skills.” Presented at the
American Sociological Association Annual Meeting.

Apr. 2008. Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. "How Does Premarital Cohabitation
Affect Trajectories of Marital Quality?" Presented at the Population Association of America
Annual Meeting.

Feb. 2008. Sarah Halpern-Meekin. “A Relationship Legacy: The Intergenerational
Transmission of Marriage and Divorce.” Presented at the Eastern Sociological Society Annual
Meeting.

Feb. 2008. Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. “How Does Premarital Cohabitation
Affect Trajectories of Marital Quality?” Presented at the Eastern Sociological Society Annual
Meeting.

Dec. 2007. Sarah Halpern-Meekin. “Relationship and Marriage Education in Florida’s High
Schools.” Invited presentation at the Oklahoma Marriage Initiative’s Research Advisory
Group Meeting.

Dec. 2007. Kathryn Edin and Sarah Halpern-Meekin. “Building Strong Families: Focus Group
Observations.” Invited presentation at the Oklahoma Marriage Initiative’s Research Advisory
Group Meeting.

Feb. 2007. Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. “Heterogeneity in Two-Parent Families.”
Presented at the Social Policy Works-in-Progress Seminar

Oct. 2006. Sarah Halpern-Meekin “The Competence Quandary: Adolescent Decision-Making
in Context.” Presented at the Harvard Families and Children Research Workshop.

Aug. 2006. Sarah Halpern-Meekin and Laura Tach. “Heterogeneity in Two-Parent Families.”
Presented at the American Sociological Association.

Professional Service

Manuscript reviewer for Journal of Family Issues
Co-creator and co-coordinator of the Harvard Workshop on Family and Children, 2006-2007
Friend and Advisor, National Healthy Marriage Resource Center




Memberships and Affiliations

American Sociological Association
Population Association of America
Eastern Sociological Society

References

Kathryn Edin

Professor of Public Policy and Management
Kennedy School of Government

79 JFK Street, T466

Cambridge, MA 02138

Email: kathy_edin@ksg.harvard.edu

Phone: (617) 496- 2067

Martin Whyte

Professor of Sociology

Harvard University

480 William James Hall

33 Kirkland Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

Email: mwhyte@wijh.harvard.edu
Phone: (617) 496-9853

William J. Wilson

Lewis P. and Linda L. Geyser University Professor
Harvard University

Malcom Wiener Center for Social Policy

79 JFK Street, T406

Cambridge, MA 02138

Email: bill_wilson@harvard.edu

Phone: (617) 496-4514

Paul Amato

Professor of Sociology and Demography
Pennsylvania State University
Department of Sociology

306 Oswald Tower

University Park, PA 16802-6207

Email: pxab6@psu.edu

Phone: (814) 865-8868



