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Questions

ÅWhat is the nature of family effects?

ÅWhere do we need genetics?

ÅWhat is the best evidence we have?

ÅWhat could we do at the moment and in 
the next 10 years?



Family influences on adolescentsô 
well -being

ÅFamily 
influences

ÅBinge drinking

ÅSmoking

ÅMarijuana use

ÅDelinquency

ÅDietary patterns

ÅEducation

ÅOccupation



What does a family do?

ÅFamily is a place where social/cultural 
and genetic influences meet!!!

ÅIt transmits social/cultural influences

ÅIt transmits genetic influences

ÅTraditional approach: statistical models

ÅTraditional approach: twin studies



Example 1: Genetic variation 
influences family behavior (e.g., 
pair -bonding)



Example 2: Why genetics may be 
useful: Separate genetic and 
environmental family effects?

ÅThe classic Wisconsin model
ÅSocial origin (parental education, occupation, 

and income) -> childrenôs education and 
occupation outcomes
ÅNo doubt parents provide important social 

environments, but parents also provide all the 
genes to children: 50% from father and 50% 
from mother
ÅTraditional estimates of parental influences 

may be exaggerated


