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Overview of presentation

¸9:00 ï9:30: Overview of the NSFG

¸9:30 ï10:30: Contents of NSFG

¸10:30 ï10:45: Break

¸10:45 ï12:00: Accessing & using the NSFG

¸12:00 ï12:15: Update on the Continuous NSFG 

¸12:15 ï12:30: Wrap-up



3

Overview of the National Survey of 
Family Growth
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Contacting the NSFG team at NCHS:

NSFG staff: Joyce Abma, Anjani Chandra, 

Casey Copen, Jo Jones, 

Gladys Martinez,

Bill Mosher (Team Leader),

Stephanie Ventura (Branch Chief)

Mail: NSFG Team, NCHS, 3311 Toledo Rd,  

Rm 7318, Hyattsville, MD 20782

E-mail:   nsfg@cdc.gov

Voice mail: 301-458-4222

Web site:  www.cdc.gov/nchs/nsfg.htm

mailto:nsfg@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nsfg.htm
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On the NSFG web site, you will find:

¸ Most everything you need to do research with NSFG Cycles 1-6:

Í Data files (with program statements for selected software packages)

Í Userôs Guides & Codebooks (incl. interactive codebooks)

Í Questionnaires

¸ Key Statistics from the NSFG Cycle 6

¸ Lists of 570+ publications from NSFG Cycles 1-6

¸ A shortcut to subscribe to the NSFG ñListservò

¸ New information about NSFG and announcements

¸ Short description of NSFG (including information on continuous 

interviewing)
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Purposes of the NSFG

¸Responding to Sec 306 of the PHS Act:  

ñNCHS shall collect statistics onéfamily formation, 

growth, &  dissolution.ò 

¸Explaining birth rates: contraception, sexual 

activity, infertility

¸Measuring risk of HIV and sexually transmitted 

diseases: 

Í # of sexual partners, condom use, drug use, same-sex 

contact

¸Collecting data on:

ÍFamilies: Marriage, divorce, cohabitation

ÍRoles of fathers in raising children

ÍAttitudes about marriage, parenthood, and gender roles
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Live 
births

Social factors Intercourse variables:
Timing of first intercourse

Percent of women who ever had
intercourse

Time spent in marriage
(separation, divorce, cohabitation)

Frequency of intercourse

Intermediate variables

Race/ethnicity

Religion

Labor force participation

Education

Income 

Access to health care

Family  background

Community environment
(economic, social, etc)

Pregnancy outcome 
(gestational) variables:

Miscarriage and stillbirth

Induced abortion

Conception variables:
Contraceptive use

Sterilization

Infertility

Fertility
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NSFG history in brief

Cycle Year Scope
# of

Interviews
Over-Samples

Average 

Length
Incentive

1 1973
Ever-Married 

Women 15-44
9,797 Black Women 60 Minutes No

2 1976
Ever-Married 

Women 15-44
8,611 Black Women 60 Minutes No

3 1982
All Women 

15-44 
7,969

Black Women

Teens
60 Minutes No

4 1988 Women 15-44 8,450 Black Women 70 Minutes No

5 1995 Women 15-44 10,847
Black Women 

Hispanic Women

100 

Minutes
$20

6 2002

Women 15-44 

Men 15-44  

(First time)

12,571

W = 7,643

M = 4,928

Blacks

Hispanics

Ages 15-24

W= 85 min 

M= 60 min 
$40

7

2006+ 

(contin

-uous)

Women 15-44 

Men 15-44

Goal: 5,000 per 

year

Blacks

Hispanics

Ages 15-24

W=80 min

M=60 min
$40
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Agencies supporting the NSFG

¸National Center for Health Statistics

¸Office of Population Affairs

¸Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute for Child 
Health & Human Development (NIH) 

¸OASPEðAssôt Secretary for Planning & Evaluation

¸ACFôs Childrenôs Bureau

¸CDCôs Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention

¸CDCôs Division of Reproductive Health

¸CDCôs Division of STD Prevention
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Cycle 6 NSFG:  Key survey features

¸ Contractor: Univ Michiganôs Institute for Social Research (ISR)

¸ Multi-stage probability sample in 121 areas 

¸ Blacks, Hispanics, 15-24 year olds over-sampled

¸ Independent samples of males & females 15-44 in U.S. household 
population (not couple-based)
Í 12,571 total (7,643 female and 4,928 male)

¸ In-person interviews using laptop computers
Í Average length of 60 minutes for males & 80 minutes for females

Í CAPI (interviewer-administered) for majority of questions

Í ACASI (self-administered) averaged 20 minutes

¸ 1,794 (about 14% of total) interviews were conducted in Spanish

¸ Informed consent procedures 

Í Signed consent for adults (18-44)

Í Signed assent & signed parental consent for minors (15-17)
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FEMALE MALE TOTAL

TOTAL 7,643 4,928 12,571

15-19 years 1,150 1,121 2,271

20-44 years 6,493 3,807 10,300

Hispanic 1,589 1,123 2,712

Black 1,530 930 2,460

White/other 4,524 2,875 7,399

Cycle 6 Sample size by subgroup

Response rate: Total 79%  Female=80% Male=78%
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NSFG - sample weights

Adjust for:

¸Oversampling 

¸Screener and Interview non-response

¸Adjusted to Census Bureau population estimates 
(age, race, sex)

Itôs getting easier to use the weights: 

ÅSAS, STATA, SPSS all have software that will use

weights and compute correct sampling errors.

ÅExamples are on the NSFG web site.

So use the weights and design variables to make 
valid national estimates.
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Who uses NSFG data?

¸ Researchersðtraditional academic research in the social sciences 

and (increasingly) public health, using the public use data filesð

--MA theses, PhD dissertations, journal articles, book chapters

¸ Translators: Natôl Campaign to Prevent Teen & Unwanted 

Pregnancy, Child Trends, Guttmacher Institute: 

--short reports for policy makers, program field staff, funders, 

etc. 

¸ Browsers: Reporters, Congressional staff, students, teachers who 

want a quick statistic 
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The NSFG data have been used for: 

¸Over 570 published journal articles and NCHS 

reports: see http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nsfg.htm

¸HP 2010 and 2020 Objectives on Family Planning, 

HIV, & STD.

¸Statistical Abstract of the United States (tables 91-95)

¸National Campaign to Prevent Teen & Unwanted 

Pregnancy 

¸Briefings for government officials at all levels.

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nsfg.htm
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Selected research articles using NSFG

Bratter JL, King RB. ñBut Will It Last?ò: Marital Instability among 

Interracial and Same-Race Couples.  Family Relations 

57(April):160-171. 2008. 

Lehrer  EL. Age at marriage and marital instability: revisiting the 

BeckerïLandesïMichael hypothesis. Journal of Population 

Economics 21:463-484. 2008. 

Hayford SR, Morgan SP. The Quality of Retrospective Data on 

Cohabitation.  Demography 45 (1): 129-141. 2008. 

Hynes K, Joyner K, Peters HE,  DeLeone F. The transition to early 

fatherhood: National estimates based on multiple surveys.  

Demographic Research 18(12):337-376. 2008. 
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Lamb KA. ñI Want to Be Just Like Their Real Dadò:  Factors 

Associated with Stepfather Adoption.  Journal of Family Issues

28(9):  1162-1188. 2007.

Manlove J, Logan C, Ikramullah E, Holcombe E. Factors 

associated with multiple-partner fertility among fathers. Journal 

of Marriage and Family 70(2):536-548. 2008. 

Lichter DT, Graefe DR. Men and Marriage Promotion:  Who 

Marries Unwed Mothers?  Social Service Review 81(3):  397-

421. 2007.

Teachman J. Complex life course patterns and the risk of divorce 

in second marriages.  Journal of Marriage and Family 70 (2): 

294-305. 2008. 

Selected research articles using NSFG
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Selected findings generated from 
NSFG data
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Percentage of men and women 15-44 who ever had a 
biological child, by age: US, 2002. 

Martinez GM, Chandra A, Abma JC, Jones, J, Mosher, WD. Fertility, Contraception, and Fatherhood: Data on Men 
and Women from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & Health Statistics Series 23, Number 26.  May 
2006. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.

Chandra A, Martinez GM, Mosher, WD Abma JC, Jones, J. Fertility, Family Planning, and Reproductive Health of U.S. 
Women: Data from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & Health Statistics Series 23, Number 25.  Dec 
2005. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
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Percentage of men 22-44 years of age who have ever 
cohabited or are currently cohabiting, by education: United 
States, 2002
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Martinez GM, Chandra A, Abma JC, Jones, J, Mosher, WD. Fertility, Contraception, and Fatherhood: Data on Men and 
Women from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & Health Statistics Series 23, Number 26.  May 2006. 
Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
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Probability of first marriage for men and women 15-44 years 
of age, by age : US, 2002:
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Martinez GM, Chandra A, Abma JC, Jones, J, Mosher, WD. Fertility, Contraception, and Fatherhood: Data on Men 
and Women from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & Health Statistics Series 23, Number 26.  May 
2006. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.

Chandra A, Martinez GM, Mosher, WD Abma JC, Jones, J. Fertility, Family Planning, and Reproductive Health of U.S. 
Women: Data from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & Health Statistics Series 23, Number 25.  Dec 
2005. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
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Percentage of ever married women who had their first 
intercourse 5 or more years before marriage, by year of 
first marriage:  US, 2002
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Health of U.S. Women: Data from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & Health Statistics Series 23, 
Number 25.  Dec 2005. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
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Percentage of men and women 15-44 years of age who agree or strongly 
agree with the statement, ñIt is all right for unmarried 18 year olds to have 
sexual relations if they have strong affection for each otherò, by importance 
of religion: US, 2002
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Martinez GM, Chandra A, Abma JC, Jones, J, Mosher, WD. Fertility, Contraception, and Fatherhood: 
Data on Men and Women from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & Health Statistics 
Series 23, Number 26.  May 2006. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
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Contents of the NSFG
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Female questionnaire (2002 and current)

A. Age, race, education, family & parental background

B. Pregnancy history, care of nonbio kids, & adoption

C. Marital & cohabitation history; first sexual partner; 
sex education; sexual partner history for 

last 12 months

D. Sterilization operations; fecundity impairments

E. Contraceptive history; all methods ever used, 

first method used, used in last 3 years, partner                    
specific use, consistency of condom use; 

wantedness of births (old & new measures) 
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Female questionnaire (2002 and current) 
contôd

F. Use of medical services for birth control & for general health

G. Desires & intentions to have children in the future

H. Infertility services; reproductive health conditions; HIV testing

I. Health insurance; religion; work; child care; attitudes on sex, 
parenthood & marriage

J. Audio Computer-Assisted Self-Interview (ACASI)
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Male questionnaire (2002 and current)

A. Age, race, education, family & parental background; numbers of 
wives & cohabiting partners

B. Ever had sex; sex education; ever had a child; number of partners in 
lifetime and last 12 months; vasectomy; infertility; dates of 3 most 
recent partners in last 12 months or last sex ever

C. Current wife or cohabiting partner: characteristics; children with her; 
contraceptive use

D. 3 most recent partners in last 12 months; 

children with them; contraceptive use; 

first sexual partner ever

E. Former wives and first premarital cohabiting partner; 

children with them; contraceptive use
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F. Other births and pregnancies fathered: characteristics of their 
mothers

G. Activities with biological and adopted children respondent lives 
with, and does not live with

H. Desires and intentions to have children in the future

I. Health insurance; health conditions; use of family planning, 
infertility, and other health care services; HIV testing

J. Religion; military service; work; attitudes on sex, marriage, 
parenthood

K. Audio Computer-Assisted Self-Interview

Male questionnaire (2002 and current) contôd
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Types of data collected in Audio CASI  

Å Height & weight

Å Pregnancies had or fathered

Å Alcohol, smoking (females only), and drug use in last 12 months

Å Vaginal, oral, and anal sex with opposite-sex partners

Å Same-sex sexual experience (greater detail for males)

Å Non-voluntary sex (18-44 only)

Å HIV/STI risk behaviors

Å Sexual orientation and attraction

Å STI history

Å Income and public assistance received
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Percentage of sexually experienced women 18-44 years of age 
whose first intercourse was not voluntary, by age at first intercourse:  
US, 2002
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SOURCE: Chandra A, Martinez GM, Mosher, WD Abma JC, Jones, J. Fertility, Family Planning, and 
Reproductive Health of U.S. Women: Data from the 2002 National Survey of Family Growth. Vital & 
Health Statistics Series 23, Number 25.  Dec 2005. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
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Collecting data on sex in CAPI & ACASI

¸In CAPI (interviewer administered): We collect data 

only on heterosexual vaginal intercourse.  

Sex c Babies

¸In ACASI (self-administered), we ask about:

ÍOpposite sex and same sex partners

ÍAll types of sexual activities (vaginal, oral & anal)

Sex c risks for STDs and HIV
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Percentage of males and females 25-44 years of age who have had 
each type of sexual contact:  US, 2002
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